Algeria
Algeria is considered by the World Health Organization (WHO) to be in the elimination phase and lies on the northernmost endemic margin of transmission. Thirty or fewer cases are reported annually and transmission is limited to small foci in oases with isolated outbreaks occurring in the southernmost areas of the country.
1, 2 Argentina
Argentina is considered by WHO to be in the pre-elimination phase and lies on the southernmost endemic margin of transmission. Argentina reported only 130 cases in 2008, occurring primarily along the northern border with Bolivia and Paraguay, and currently has programs underway to eliminate malaria. 1, 3, 4 Azerbaijan Azerbaijan is considered by WHO to be in the elimination phase and lies on the northernmost endemic margin of transmission. Azerbaijan began its elimination program in 2007 and reported 73 cases of malaria in 2008. 1 Azerbaijan has signed "The Tashkent Declaration" with the goal to eliminate malaria in the region by 2015. 5, 6 Bhutan a Bhutan reported 960 cases in 2009, occurring primarily along the southern border with India.
7 Bhutan is a collaborating country in the Asia Pacific Malaria Elimination Network (APMEN) 8 and is currently developing an elimination strategy.
9 Bhutan has targeted one-third of its administrative districts for elimination by 2018.
9
Botswana Botswana has experienced an 85% reduction in reported cases between 2000 and 2008 from 8,000 cases to 1,201 cases, and is currently working to achieve elimination by 2015.
1, 10 Local malaria transmission occurs primarily in the northern half of the country.
11 Botswana lies on the southernmost endemic margin of transmission and is a front-line country of the Elimination Eight (E8). 12, 13 Cape Verde Cape Verde is an island nation with just 35 reported cases in 2008, with remaining cases occurring on only one of nine inhabited islands.
1 Cape Verde is currently reorienting its national malaria strategic plan towards elimination with the goal to eliminate by 2015.
10
China China lies on the northernmost endemic margin of transmission and has made significant progress in spatially progressive elimination.
14 China is a collaborating country in APMEN 8 and has a national elimination goal set for 2020. 15 Costa Rica Costa Rica is currently pursuing spatially progressive elimination and has experienced a 50% reduction in reported cases between 2000 and 2008 from 1,879 cases to 966 cases with 80% of its remaining cases occurring in the eastern Caribbean low-land areas. 1, 16 Costa Rica is working to eliminate malaria from all low-risk localities by 2015. 17 
Dominican Republic
The Dominican Republic is an island nation that lies on the northernmost endemic margin of transmission and is currently working towards elimination. 18 In 2008, the Dominican Republic reported only 1,262 cases 1 with a majority of cases occurring along the western border with Haiti and in the southern port cities. 19 The Carter Center, the Dominican Republic and Haiti are partnering to eliminate malaria by 2020 from the island of Hispaniola. 20 
DPRK (North Korea)
North Korea is considered by WHO to be in the pre-elimination phase and lies on the northernmost endemic margin of transmission.
1 Current transmission levels are low and cases are primarily found in soldiers stationed at the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) near the southern border. 21 North Korea is a collaborating country in APMEN 8 and currently has programs underway to eliminate malaria.
El Salvador
El Salvador is considered by WHO to be in the pre-elimination phase and is currently pursuing spatially progressive elimination. 
Georgia
Georgia is considered by WHO to be in the elimination phase and lies at the northernmost endemic margin of transmission.
1 Georgia currently experiences very low malaria transmission with only 6 reported cases in 2008, with remaining cases concentrated in the eastern region along the border with Azerbaijan. 1, 22 Georgia is currently implementing a nationwide malaria elimination program and has signed "The Tashkent Declaration" with the goal to eliminate malaria in the region by 2015. 26 East Malaysia, which shares a lengthy border with Indonesia, is responsible for over 80% of total malaria transmission.
1 Malaysia is a collaborating country in APMEN 8 and has set a goal to eliminate malaria from Peninsular Malaysia by 2015 and from East Malaysia by 2020. 26 
Mexico
Mexico is considered by WHO to be in the pre-elimination phase and lies on the northernmost endemic margin of transmission. Mexico has experienced a 70% reduction in reported cases between 2000 and 2008 from 7,390 cases to 2,357 cases, with a majority of cases occurring along the southern border with Guatemala.
1, 17
Namibia c Namibia lies on the southernmost endemic margin of transmission and has experienced a nearly 90% reduction in reported cases between 2001 and 2008 from 41,000 cases to 5,000 cases, with a majority of cases occurring primarily along the northern border with Angola.
1, 27 Namibia is a front-line country of the E8 12, 13 and is currently working to achieve elimination by 2015. Paraguay is considered by WHO to be in the pre-elimination phase and is currently working towards elimination.
1 Paraguay has experienced an 80% reduction in reported cases between 2000 and 2008 from 6,853 cases to 1,341 cases 1, 5 with more than 97% of cases occurring along the northeastern border with Brazil.
29

Philippines
The Philippines is currently pursuing spatially progressive elimination and has successfully eliminated malaria in 25% of its provinces. 30 The Philippines is a collaborating country in APMEN 8 and has a goal of national elimination by 2020.
31
Republic of Korea (South Korea) South Korea is considered by WHO to be in the elimination phase and lies at the northernmost endemic margin of transmission.
1 Transmission is concentrated in northern South Korea near the DMZ, occurring primarily in soldiers.
32 South Korea is a collaborating country in APMEN 8 and currently has programs underway to eliminate malaria by 2015. 49 The 'Low' classification was derived by dividing the rankings of each country for the four feasibility categories (Pf Technical, Pf Operational, Pf All, and Pv Operational) into thirds: the top third (high), the middle third (middle), and the bottom third (low). 
Comparing Yesterday's and Today's Malaria-Eliminating Countries
Methods
A thorough literature review was used to compile a list of 50 historically successful and 49 historically unsuccessful malaria elimination programs (MEPs), and the 32 current malaria-eliminating countries. More than 99 national MEPs were identified in the literature review, however, some programs did not operationalize elimination as a policy (examples include Cambodia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam). Such programs were excluded from the analysis. Many faltering elimination programs unofficially reverted to control strategies while maintaining the language of elimination in public documents for years after the operational shift occurred. This generally entailed the abandonment of costly measures such as local foci monitoring and individual case-management. Programs were defined as unsuccessful if local transmission was never interrupted and the program either terminated, reverted to a control strategy, or was documented as financially, technically, or administratively unable to continue pursuing elimination beyond a certain date. Successful programs were defined as those where local transmission was interrupted and no local cases were reported for a period of years.
List of search terms used
The literature review used search terms: "malaria", "eradication", "elimination", "national control program", "national control programme", "MEP", "NMCP", "NCP", "local transmission", "transmission interrupted", specific country names, specific years associated with programs, specific article titles and author names taken from bibliographies.
List of search engines and online catalogues used
The following search engines and research databases were used: EBSCO-Academic Search Premier, ProQuest Research Library, Elsevier -ScienceDirect, Wiley Interscience, Springer-LINK, Google Scholar, PubMed Central, Public Library Of Science (PLoS), BioMed Central, Washington Regional Library Consortium 'Aladin' Catalogue, the WHO, AFRO, EMRO, EURO, PAHO, SEARO AND WPRO websites and historical archives, and the Roll Back Malaria online document library.
Malaria elimination programs by year and real-GDP per capita
From 1969 Table 2 .6 for country code information).
Malaria elimination programs by year and physicians per 1000 persons
Although the authors are aware that physicians-per-thousand-persons is not an ideal proxy indicator for health system status, this indicator was used because it is the only cross-country measure of health system status available over the long historical time frame of this data set. Physicians-per-thousand-persons was determined from the World Development Indicator Database series. As this indicator is recorded infrequently for many of the countries concerned, the nearest available value was used. Table 2 .6 for country code information). 
